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Back to the Future

Young Drivers, Lifelong Learning 

and Road Safety in Scotland



Road Safety and Government

üStrategies and Targets to 2000 and 2010

üDevolution

üReserved and devolved powers

üSNP Administration

üManifesto commitment

üSpecifically Scottish Road Safety Strategy

üFirst-ever Scottish targets



ü Underpins all road safety activity in Scotland

ü High-level vision

ü Good partnership engagement

ü Eight priorities

ü Casualty reduction targets

ü 96 commitments

Road Safety Framework to 2020



ü Transport issues are vested in Transport Scotland: a Scottish 
Government Agency

ü To support and advise SG on strategy and policy options for 
transport in Scotland

ü Budget of just under £2 billion per year

ü Road, Rail, Air and Water

ü Responsible for the trunk road network and devolved road 
safety policy and delivery matters

Road Safety and the Scottish Government



Road Safety Scotland

üTeam of five staff

üEducation

üPublicity

üResearch

üInput to policy

üSpokesperson role

üExpert advice

üPartnership working



ñGive me the boy until he is 7,

and I will give you the manò  (SJ)

ñTo be effective, road safety education shall be provided on a 

systematic and continuous basis in pre-school establishments, 

primary and secondary schools, within out-of-school activities and 

places of further education.ò (UN)

Lifelong Learning and Road Safety (1)



Lifelong Learning in Road Safety (2)

üAs new drivers start learning, their attitudes already seem to be formed

Dr Bill Carcary, ñNew Driver Projectò (2000)

üTracks risky road behaviour from young pedestrians through to older drivers

Prof Frank McKennaôs ñCradle Attitudes, Grave Consequencesò (2002)

üYoung Drivers are made, not born

Institute of Advanced Motorists (2008)



ü Strategy to ensure that every young person, during the 

formative years, has access to appropriate RS Education 

resources

ü Development, testing, production and dissemination of 

high-quality resources, designed by teachers for teachers 

for use in schools and supported by local expertise

Road Safety Education in Scotland





Early Years Research

ü The Early Years Framework (COSLA/Scottish Government) takes an early 

intervention approach

ü It is during the very earliest years (even pre-birth) that a large part of the 

pattern for our future adult life is set

ü Investment in a childôs early years pay dividends for that child, and for wider 

society

ü Clear messages across physical and mental health, education, justice and 

economics

ü Logically, the same is true in road safety

ü So, when do we start to train young drivers



Young (New) Drivers

ü New drivers account for a disproportionately high number of fatal and serious accidents 

ü Every week in Scotland an average of 54 accidents involve a driver aged between 17-25 

years

ü These accidents result in an average of 1 death and more than 70 injuries every week



Injury Collisions and YDs (2014-15)

ü18 year-olds:  13%

ü19 year-olds:  13%

üMales:             69%

üFemales:         31%

üIn 78% of KSI collisions, the 

YD was driving

ü65% were less than five miles 

from home



Parental Influence is Key

üAs new drivers start learning, their attitudes already seem to be formed [Dr Bill 

Carcary, ñNew Driver Projectò (2000)]

üYoung Drivers are made, not born

[Institute of Advanced Motorists (2008)]

üA parentôs driving style is likely to predict a childôs driving style [Ferguson et al 

2001, Bianchi & Summala (2004)]



The Proposition

Every time you get behind the wheel with your children present, 

youôre giving them a driving lesson which could save their lives 

in future



Learning to Drive Begins Here


